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honorific totems; and the goose was a honorific totem of
the Grizzly Bear clan. But the common bear, as a honorific
totem or crest, might be assumed by anybody, whatever his
clan. The common possession of a honorific totem appears
to have constituted the same sort of bond among the Carrier
Indians as the membership of a secret society does among
the coast tribes of British Columbia ; certainly the rites of
initiation were similar. This will be clear from Father
Morice's account of the performances, which I will subjoin in
his own words. " The connection of the individual with his
crest appeared more especially during ceremonial dances,
when the former, attired, if possible, with the spoils of the
latter, was wont to personate it in the gaze of an admiring
initiatory assemblage. On all such occasions, man and totem were
ado* tTonof a^so ca^e<^ ^Y ^ne same name. The adoption of any such
a honorific (rite' or crest was usually accompanied by initiatory cere-
totem, monies or observances corresponding to the nature of the
crest, followed in all cases by a distribution of clothes to all
Simulated present, Thus whenever anybody resolved upon getting
mafonofa rece^vec^ as Lulem or Bear, he would, regardless of the
novice into season, divest himself of all his wearing apparel and don a
a bear* bear-skin, whereupon he would dash into the woods there
to remain for the space of three or four days and nights in
deference to the wonts of his intended totem animal. . Every
night a party of his fellow-villagers would sally out in search
of the missing * bear/ To their loud calls : Yz! Kelulem
(Come on, Bear!) he would answer by angry growls in
imitation of the bear. The searching party making for the
spot where he had been heard, would find by a second call
followed by a similar answer that he had dexterously shifted
to some opposite quarter in the forest. As a rule, he could
not be found, but had to come back of himself, when he was
speedily apprehended and conducted to the ceremonial lodge,
where he would commence his first bear-dance in conjunction
with all the other totem people, each of whom would then per-
sonate his own particular totem. Finally would take place
the potlatck [distribution of property] of the newly initiated
* bear,' who would not forget to present his captor with at least
a whole dressed skin. The initiation to the ' Darding Knife '
was quite a theatrical performance. A lance was prepared